
 

 

 

 
 

Date: August 22, 2019  
 

To: Chief School Administrators, Charter School and Renaissance School Project Leads 
 

Route To: Principals, Instructional Coaches, Assistant Superintendents of Curriculum and Instruction, 
Elementary and Secondary English Language Arts and Mathematics Teachers and Supervisors 

 

From: Linda P. Eno, Ed.D., Assistant Commissioner 
 Division of Academics and Performance 

 
New Jersey Department of Education Announces English Language Arts (ELA) and 

Mathematics Instructional Units  
 
The New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) supports schools, educators and districts to ensure all of  
New Jersey’s 1.4 million students have equitable access to high-quality education and achieve academic 
excellence. In pursuit of this shared mission, talented New Jersey educators have leveraged the rigorous  
New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) to build and deliver effective curriculum, instruction and 
assessment. As a result of this sustained and powerful work, New Jersey consistently ranks as one of the top 
states nationally for educational outcomes. NJDOE is proud of this recognition and the work it represents. We also 
know that we must sustain efforts to close the achievement gaps that persist in our state. Today the Department 
is announcing the release of a tool to support these efforts: instructional units in ELA and mathematics.    
 
Instructional Units 
Over the past seven months, NJDOE assembled and led teams of educators (teachers, coaches, supervisors and 
principals) from across New Jersey to unpack the 2016 NJSLS in ELA and mathematics. These teams unpacked the 
ELA and mathematics standards into instructional units that contain student learning objectives (SLOs) for each 
grade-level standard. The four instructional units in each grade address all grade-level standards. The instructional 
units maintain the rigor of the standards and provide school districts and professional learning communities with 
a meaningful resource from which to build standards-aligned curriculum, instruction and assessment.  
 
The teams utilized the Connected Action Roadmap (CAR) Framework to guide the work of unpacking the 
standards. The CAR framework is endorsed by the Partnership for Collaborative Professional Learning1 and helps 
drive a process of continuous school improvement by building and leveraging the capacity of educators. CAR helps 
educators to connect standards-aligned curriculum, instruction, assessment and professional learning to a school 
culture that promotes ongoing reflection on, and growth in, student learning.  
 
We would like to thank each of the educators who contributed to this project, as well as the districts who allowed 
them to lend their time and talent. Their expertise made it possible to develop this valuable tool to improve 
teaching and learning.  
 

                                                           
1 The Partnership for Collaborative Professional Learning includes the American Federation of Teachers, Garden 
State Coalition of Schools, Learning Forward New Jersey, New Jersey Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development, New Jersey Association of Colleges for Teacher Education, New Jersey Association of School 
Administrators, New Jersey Department of Education, New Jersey Education Association, New Jersey Parent 
Teacher Association, New Jersey Principals and Supervisors Association, New Jersey School Boards Association, 
New Jersey State Professional Learning Committee and The Madison Institute. 
 

http://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/instructionalunits
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phgD3BoKcLA&t=4s


 

 

 

 

 
Upcoming Opportunities 
School Year 2019-2020 is intended to be a planning year in which districts explore the CAR framework and the 
instructional units. The NJDOE will provide regional trainings on the CAR framework and the instructional units 
over the course of the year. More information about these trainings will be shared in upcoming Broadcasts. In 
addition, a three-year CAR pilot will be initiated this year; interested districts should access the CAR pilot 
application prior to the September 20 application deadline.  
 
For questions, please contact standards@doe.nj.gov.  
 
 
 
c: Members, State Board of Education 
 Lamont O. Repollet, Ed.D., Commissioner  
 NJDOE Staff 
 Statewide Parent Advocacy Network 
 Garden State Coalition of Schools 
 NJ LEE Group 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DL22-Q2jphKHLxYHu3jcFgdFNLjnmlKQ6IqQ0-AsYYs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DL22-Q2jphKHLxYHu3jcFgdFNLjnmlKQ6IqQ0-AsYYs/edit
mailto:standards@doe.nj.gov

